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Local Student Appears on the Tavis Smiley Show to Urge Panel of 
Experts to “Bring Experts to the Table Who Demonstrate the True 
Face of Poverty” 

  

Kamiesha Smith, a senior at J.J. McClain High School in Lexington, MS, shared 
her thoughts on the importance of including the voices of the impoverished in 

policy discussions during a taping of the Tavis Smiley Show in Washington, DC at 
George Washington University. 

  

[Jackson, MS] – Recently, MS student , board member with Southern Echo, Inc., and organizer at Nollie 
Jenkins Family Center, Kamiesha Smith shared her thoughts on poverty and how policy decisions affect 
the lives of the poor with a panel including Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the House of 
Representatives; Dr. Cornel West, democratic intellectual and professor at Union Theological Seminary; 
and Jonathan Kozol, a public education expert and author, among others. The panel, “Vision for a New 
America: A Future Without Poverty,” demanded a major policy address on poverty, and asked President 
Obama to do more – much more – to reduce poverty in America. 

“What more has to happen?” Mr. Smiley said. “How many more people have to die or fall through the 
cracks?”  

During the live-broadcast event, discussions ranged from changes to health care, the education system and 
safety net programs to how the fiscal cliff deal and upcoming debt-ceiling bill have affected and will 
affect the nation’s poor. A common theme ran through the discussions: The nation’s leaders aren’t doing 
enough, and income inequality continues to plague the country, with the poor getting poorer and the rich 
getting richer. 

“Politics has neglected the poor,” Dr. Sachs said, calling the state of poverty in this nation a “calamitous 
situation” in which the underclass “no longer has a helping hand.” 

Mr. Kozol emphasized that “the only avenue of exit for the poorest children in this country … is to give 
them absolutely terrific, exciting, beautiful, spectacular and expensive public education – and to fund it 
not simply at the high level as the richest suburbs, but at a higher level because those children need it 
more.” 



Ms. Smith emphasized that "elected and public officials have to begin to value the voices of young 
people and work across generations to ensure that everyone's voice is heard, especially on an issue as 
important as poverty that impacts the greatest number of us. 

The event was broadcast live last week from Washington, DC. It is being rebroadcast this week on 
PBS. For more information on the rebroadcast, please check your local listings. 

ABOUT Southern Echo, Inc.: Southern Echo is a leadership development, education and training 
organization working to develop effective accountable grassroots leadership in the African-American 
communities in rural Mississippi and the surrounding region through comprehensive training and 
technical assistance programs. Our work has carried Southern Echo staff into 12 additional states across 
the south and southwest. 

ABOUT Nollie Jenkins Family Center: The mission of NJFC is to advance the fundamental goal of 
empowering the citizens of the community by developing grassroots leaders and organizers through the 
building of strong community organizations as the essential means by which they are enable to hold the 
political, educational, and environmental systems accountable to the needs and interests of the African 
American community. 

 


